
50 CENTS DAILY/$1.25 SUNDAYCOPYRIGHT 2009VOLUmE 104, NUmbER 194

Sunday

July 19, 2009

Personal Injury and Vehicle Accidents,
Divorce,

Criminal Defense. 16803

16803 shane seaton.indd   1 3/19/09   8:43:50 AM

All American Cabinets & Design

3208 E. 11th Place        263-6061

Free Estimates On
Cabinets & Countertops

Designed For Living

 78
91

1

3
2
9
4
2

Slaton Insurance
Agency

267-2398

Vicki Slaton

205 W. 15th

Call For A Quote
Today!

1600 Gregg Street
432-714-4900

Jeannie Rutledge
Broker / Owner
Leah Hughes
432-270-2416

Vanessa Jordan
432-816-5490

Christie Larson
432-213-4647

Zac Hall
806-544-9211
Janet Higgins
432-213-5454
Pat Rutledge
432-270-7706www.jrutledgerealty.com

517 Foster
COAHOMA ISD

#2 Indian Ridge
A MUST SEE!

2711 Coronado
GREAT HOME!!

4007 Wasson Rd.
FORSAN ISD

20
00

22

NEW LISTINGS

To reach us:
Please call 263-
7331. Office hours 
are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through 
Friday. If you miss 
your paper, please 
call (432) 263-7335 
before 6 p.m. 
weekdays and 10 
a.m. Sunday.

Business
Classified
Life
Obituaries
Opinion
Sports

4-5C
6-8C
1-3C

2A
4A

1-3B
Find us online at:

www.bigspringherald.com

Index

Walter
Cronkite 
passes  
Remembered 
as ‘honorable’ 
and ‘an icon’
by FRAZIER mOORE
AP Television Writer

NEW YORK — The death 
of Walter Cronkite elicited 
tributes from colleagues, 
presidents past and present, 
world-famous astronauts and 
those who hoped in vain to 
fill his empty anchor chair, 
all honoring the avuncular 
face of TV journalism who 
became the “most trusted 
man in America.”

Cronkite died with his fam-
ily by his side Friday night at 
his Manhattan home after a 
long illness, CBS vice presi-
dent Linda Mason said. Mar-
lene Adler, Cronkite’s chief 
of staff, said Cronkite died of 
cerebrovascular disease. He 
was 92.

“It’s hard to imagine a man 
for whom I had more admi-
ration,” Mike Wallace of “60 
Minutes” said on CNN. “... 
He was a superb reporter and 
honorable man.”

Cronkite was the face of 
the “CBS Evening News” 
from 1962 to 1981, when sto-
ries ranged from the assassi-
nations of President John F. 
Kennedy and the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. to racial and 
anti-war riots, Watergate and 
the Iranian hostage crisis.

It was Cronkite who read 
the bulletins coming from 
Dallas when Kennedy was 

shot Nov. 22, 1963, interrupt-
ing a live CBS-TV broadcast 
of a soap opera.

“Walter was who I wanted 
to be when I grew up,” said 
CBS’s “Face the Nation” host 
Bob Schieffer, 72, who be-
gan working at CBS News in 
1969.

“He set a standard for all of 
us. He made television news 
what it became.”

Cronkite died just three 
days before the 40th anniver-
sary of the moon landing, an-
other earthshaking moment 
of history linked inexorably 

with his reporting.
“He had a passion for hu-

man space exploration, an 
enthusiasm that was conta-
gious, and the trust of his au-
dience. He will be missed,” 
astronaut Neil Armstrong 
said.

President Barack Obama 
issued a statement saying 
that Cronkite set the stan-
dard by which all other news 
anchors have been judged, 
echoing sentiments from for-
mer Presidents George W. 

See CRONKITE, Page 3A

Interior demolition at Settles almost complete
by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Almost one year and 700 tons of 
debris later, officials with the Set-
tles Hotel Development Company 
say interior demolition work at 
the downtown landmark is near-
ing completion.

According to SHDC General 
Manager Kristopher Ryan, asbes-
tos abatement and cleanup at the 

structure have gotten the thumbs-
up from officials.

“Abatement Inc. out of Sugar 
Land recently completed the en-
vironmental clean–up and asbes-
tos abatement at the Settles Hotel 
property in accordance with the 
abatement specifications pre-
pared by Houston-based Honesty 
Environmental Services,” said 
Ryan. “Upon completion of abate-
ment at each area, air samples 

were collected to verify that the 
clearance level for abatement 
projects — as specified by the En-
vironmental Protection Agency 
and Texas Department of State 
Health Services regulations — 
was achieved.

“Interior demolition has 
reached substantial completion, 
except for several limited areas

See SETTLES, Page 3A

Special to the Herald

Big Spring State Hospital’s 
volunteer-run Chalet Resale 
Shop will reopen Monday 
after being closed the past two 
weeks for street and sidewalk 
construction.

Construction is still ongoing 
but work crews’ progress 
in recent days will ease the 
ability of customers and 
volunteers to safely exit and 
enter the store when the 
store reopens next week, said 
Chalet Co-chairman Ruth 
Nanny.

The Chalet Resale Shop is 
located at 115 E. Second St. and 
is open from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Monday through 
Friday and 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday.

The time off has 
been productive 
for the volunteers 
who run the 
Chalet, Nanny 
said.
“We have worked 

on the inside of the building 
— painting and decorating.”

When the street and 
sidewalks repairs are 
completed, the volunteers 
will renovate the outside of 
the building, Co-chairman 
Tommy Corwin said.

See CHALET, Page 3A
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In this Nov. 16, 1996 file photo, veteran newsman Walter 
Cronkite acknowledges a standing ovation from the audi-
ence at the 18th annual CableACE Awards show in Los 
Angeles. Famed CbS News anchor Walter Cronkite, known 
as the ‘most trusted man in America’ died Friday. He was 
92.

HERALD Photo/Thomas Jenkins

While most people would look for some shade or an air 
conditioned building on their lunch break, local resident 
Ed myers isn’t most people. myers plays his horn at the 
Comanche Trail Amphitheater Friday afternoon, and while 
there was no applause waiting at the end of his sad, bluesy 
notes, the lone musician said it gives him the chance to hear 
the instrument as it was intended to be heard.

Chalet set to
open Monday

“The title transfer of 
the Settles Hotel, along 
with completion of the 
environmental asbestos 
abatement and clean-
up signals an important 
milestone in the 
restoration of the historic hotel.” 

B. Ryan

Break for the BlueS

Nanny

Friends of the Library 
needs your books

Donate your used books for 
the Friends of the Library sale 
Sept. 18-20 by bringing them 
to the Howard County Library 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

Please, no magazines or con-
densed books.
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Bush and Jimmy 
Carter.

“He invited us to be-
lieve in him, and he nev-
er let us down,” Obama 
said. “This country has 
lost an icon and a dear 
friend, and he will be 
truly missed.”

Cronkite was the 
broadcaster to whom 
the title “anchorman” 
was first applied; and 
his name was at one 
point synonymous with 
the role even outside the 
U.S. — in Sweden an-
chors were sometimes 
termed Kronkiters; 
in Holland, they were 
Cronkiters.

“Walter Cronkite 
was and always will 
be the gold standard,” 
said ABC News anchor 
Charles Gibson. “His 
objectivity, his even-
handedness, his news 
judgment are all great 
examples.”

CBS has scheduled 
a prime-time special, 
“That’s the Way it Was: 
Remembering Walter 
Cronkite,” for 7 p.m. 
Sunday.

“He was a great broad-
caster and a gentleman 
whose experience, hon-
esty, professionalism 
and style defined the 
role of anchor and com-
mentator,” CBS Corp. 
chief executive Leslie 
Moonves said in a state-
ment.

A former wire service 
reporter and war cor-
respondent, Cronkite 
valued accuracy, ob-
jectivity and under-
stated compassion. He 
expressed liberal views 
in more recent writings 
but said he had always 
aimed to be fair and 
professional in his judg-
ments on the air.

But when Cronkite 
took sides, he helped 
shape the times. After 
the 1968 Tet offensive, 

he visited Vietnam and 
wrote and narrated a 
“speculative, personal” 
report advocating nego-
tiations leading to the 
withdrawal of Ameri-
can troops.

“We have been too 
often disappointed by 
the optimism of the 
American leaders, both 
in Vietnam and Wash-
ington, to have faith 
any longer in the silver 
linings they find in the 
darkest clouds,” he said, 
and concluded, “We are 
mired in stalemate.”

After the broadcast, 
President Lyndon B. 
Johnson reportedly said, 
“If I’ve lost Cronkite, 
I’ve lost middle Ameri-
ca.”

He also helped broker 
the 1977 invitation that 
took Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat to Jerusa-
lem, the breakthrough 
to Egypt’s peace treaty 
with Israel.

Off camera, his stam-
ina and admittedly de-
manding ways brought 
him the nickname “Old 
Ironpants.” But to view-
ers, he was “Uncle Wal-
ter,” with his jowls and 
grainy baritone, his 
warm, direct expression 
and his trim mustache.

When he summed up 
the news each evening 
by stating, “And THAT’s 
the way it is,” millions 
agreed. His reputation 
survived accusations of 
bias by Richard Nixon’s 
vice president, Spiro Ag-
new, and being labeled a 
“pinko” in the tirades of 
a fictional icon, Archie 
Bunker of CBS’s “All in 
the Family.”

Polls in 1972 and 1974 
pronounced Cronkite 
the “most trusted man 
in America.” Like fel-
low Midwesterner John-
ny Carson, Cronkite 
seemed to embody the 
nation’s mainstream. 
When he broke down 
as he announced Ken-
nedy’s death, removing 
his glasses and fighting 

back tears, the times 
seemed to break down 
with him.

Cronkite was the top 
newsman during the 
peak era for the net-
works, when the night-
ly broadcasts grew to a 
half-hour and 24-hour 
cable and the Internet 
were still well in the fu-
ture. In the fall of 1972, 
responding to reports in 
The Washington Post, 
Cronkite aired a two-
part series on Water-
gate that helped ensure 
national attention to the 
then-emerging scandal.

As many as 18 million 
households tuned in 
to Cronkite’s top-rated 
program each evening. 
Twice that number 
watched his final show, 
on March 6, 1981, com-
pared with fewer than 
10 million in 2005 for 
the departure of Dan 
Rather.

Rather, who replaced 
Cronkite at the anchor 
desk, called Cronkite “a 
giant of the journalistic 
craft.”

Cronkite had stepped 
down at a vigorous 64 
years old with the as-
surance that other du-
ties awaited him at CBS 
News, but he found 
little demand there for 
his services. He hosted 
the short-lived science 
magazine series “Wal-
ter Cronkite’s Uni-
verse” and was retained 
by the network as a con-
sultant, although, as he 
was known to state wist-
fully, he was never con-
sulted.

He also sailed his be-
loved boat, the Wyntje, 

hosted or narrated spe-
cials on public and cable 
TV, and issued his col-
umns and the best-sell-
ing “Walter Cronkite: A 
Reporter’s Life.”

For 24 years he served 
as onsite host for New 
Year’s Day telecasts by 
the Vienna Philharmon-
ic, ending that cherished 
tradition only in 2009.

After the terrorist at-
tacks of Sept. 11, 2001, 
Cronkite was asked to 
introduce the postponed 
Emmy awards show. He 
told the audience that 
in its coverage of the at-
tack and its aftermath, 
“television, the great 
common denominator, 
has lifted our common 
vision as never before.”

Cronkite joined CBS 
in 1950, after a decade 
with United Press, dur-
ing which he covered 
World War II and the 
Nuremberg trials, and a 
brief stint with a region-
al radio group.

At CBS he found a 
respected radio-news 
organization dipping 

its toe into TV. He was 
named anchor for CBS’s 
coverage of the 1952 
political conventions, 
the first year the presi-
dential nominations 
got wide TV coverage. 
From there, he was as-
signed to such news-ori-
ented programs as “You 
Are There” and “Twen-
tieth Century.” (He also 
briefly hosted a morning 
show, accompanied by 
a puppet named Charle-
magne the Lion.)

On April 16, 1962, he 
replaced Douglas Ed-
wards as anchor of the 
network’s “Evening 
News.”

“I never asked them 
why,” Cronkite recalled 
in a 2006 TV portrait. “I 
was so pleased to get the 
job, I didn’t want to en-
danger it by suggesting 
that I didn’t know why I 
had it.”

CHALET
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Donations for sale at The 
Chalet are being accepted, 
Nanny said.

Shelves and racks have 

been restocked with new 
merchandise, Nanny said. 
“There are plenty of good 
bargains to make the trip 
downtown worthwhile.”

Additional volunteers are 
always needed at The Chalet 
and the many other projects 
undertaken by the Volunteer 

Services Council, said 
Billie Christie, director of 
Community Relations.

The 77 volunteers donate 
more than 4,900 hours a year, 
generating $290,136  for the 
hospital’s patients.

If you are interested in 
donating a few hours a week, 

call Christie at (432) 268-7535 or 
stop by The Chalet to tell them 
of your interest.

Big Spring State Hospital is 
a 200-bed psychiatric hospital 
serving people with mental 
illness in West Texas — 
stretching from El Paso to San 
Angelo, Abilene and Lubbock.
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THANK YOU FROM THE FAMILY OF
TENNIE HAYS

After more than 97 years, our Mother could no longer take care of 
herself at her home, so she moved into Park Place for almost one 
year. Then she moved to Marcy House for almost five years and 

then she moved to Park View Nursing Home for two months.
 The staff at each place welcomed her with open arms as they 

remember her arms were always open with a big smile
when she recognized you.

Home Hospice, throughout the years, made her life easier 
and was always available to answer any questions, as best

they could. I hesitate to single out one individual, but
Becky was there the longest and as the end neared,
 the one I called on the most, so thanks to you and

 everyone at Home Hospice.
To the Rev. “Dot” Lee and Bill Myers and staff at 

Myers and Smith Funeral Home, thank you for making our
final goodbye to her as easy and pleasant as possible.

For all the flowers, food and condolences, a heartfelt THANK YOU
to each and everyone of you.

The families of TENNIE HAYS, Clarence and Mackie,
Marion and Charline, and Billy and Judy

200060

NOW OPEN!!!
LEARNING TREE ACADEMY

INFANT CENTER
1600 WASSON ROAD

BIG SPRING
432-714-4742
432-268-8762

AGES - BIRTH - 2 YEARS
SMALL CLASSES

LOVING TEACHERS
QUALITY CARE

FORMULA/FOOD PROVIDED
STATE LICENSED/CCMS

ACCEPTED
FEATURING

“YOUR BABY CAN READ” 
PROGRAM

SPACE IS LIMITED
CALL TODAY FOR ENROLLMENT

20
15

39

Quick Cash One
We are the solution to your money problems!

Payday Loans from $100 to $500

$
3306 N. Midkiff

Midland, Tx
432-689-0445

1303 W. Dickinson
Fort Stockton, Tx

432-336-3880
Sherwoodway Rd.

San Angelo, Tx
325-942-0205

300 E. Holland
Alpine, Tx

432-263-4400
612 S. Gregg
Big Spring, Tx
432-263-4400

4245 Yarbrough, Drive 
Suite 0, El Paso, Tx

915-559-1100163081

267-1544
600 Runnels    Big Spring, TX

Look & Feel Beautiful
at a Great Price
Microdermabrasion

2 Treatments for $140.00
Acrylic Set $19.99
Nail Art Available

by Jamie Ramirez-Nail Tech

20
15

49

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/31/09
178311

Harry Potter And The
Half-Blood Prince 
(PG)  12:30 3:50 7:00 10:20

Ice Age: Dawn Of
The Dinosaurs(PG) 
1:00  4:20  7:30  10:00

Proposal, The (PG-13) 
12:50 4:10 7:20 10:10

Transformers:
Revenge Of The
Fallen (PG-13) 
12:40 4:00 7:10 10:30

80018

McKinney 
Estate Sale

Thursday, July 23rd
3pm-7pm

Friday, July 24th
8am-6pm

Saturday, July 25th
8am-3pm

4706 East County Rd 30
(Off Hwy. 350)

Antique, Collectibles, Farm 
Equipment, Tools, Household, 
Furniture.

See Classifieds on Wed., 
Thurs. & Fri. 200067

 MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Gregoria Escanuelas, 
57, died Wednesday.  
Funeral Mass was at 10 
a.m. Saturday at St. 
Thomas Catholic Church 
with burial at Mt. Olive 
Memorial Park.  

James Thomas 
Averette, 63, died 
Thursday, July 16, 2009.  
Funeral Services will be 
at 2 p.m. Monday at 
Myers & Smith Chapel 
with burial at Trinity 
Memorial Park.  The 
family will receive 
friends from 2 p.m. until 
3 p.m. Sunday at Myers 
& Smith Funeral Home.   

Lupe Pineda, 77, died 
Thursday, July 16, 2009.  
A Prayer service will be 
at 7 p.m. Sunday at Myers 
& Smith Chapel.  Funeral 
Service will be at 10:00 
AM Monday at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home 
with burial at Trinity 
Memorial Park.

Felix Garcia, 89, died 
Friday, July 17, 2009.  
Services are pending at 
Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.

Maria Lara, 74, died 
Friday.  Services are 
pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

SETTLES
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in the basement. We 
estimate approximately 
700 tons of debris has 
been removed from the 
building during demoli-
tion.”

Ryan said structural 
repairs are also on the 
verge of being complet-
ed.

“Tommy E. Hixson 
and Associates Inc., 
from Eastland, recently 
inspected the historic 
structure and deter-
mined the Settles Hotel 
building is structurally 
sound,” said Ryan. “Ac-
cording to Mr. Hixson, 
the only damage (to the 
structure) appears to be 
the result of moisture 
infiltration and vandal-

ism, and all the damage 
noted is repairable and 
the structure should 
continue to serve its 
intended use with the 
proper repairs and 
maintenance. Struc-
tural repairs, under the 
direction of Mr. Hixson, 
are approximately 90 
percent complete.”

Ryan said completion 
of the asbestos abate-
ment and clean-up has 
allowed SHDC to take 
control of the building’s 
title, part of an agree-
ment between the devel-
opment company and 
the Settles Hotel’s prior 
owner, the city of Big 
Spring.

“The Big Spring City 
Council approved SH-
DC’s bid of $75,000 in 
November 2006 and sub-
sequently entered into 

a definitive purchase 
agreement. The agree-
ment provided for title 
transfer upon comple-
tion of the environmen-
tal clean-up and asbes-
tos abatement of the 
historic property.”

And while hammers 
continue to swing inside 
the Settles Hotel — now 
being heralded by city 
officials as the crown 
jewel of the downtown 
area — Ryan said work 
atop the building is un-
der way, as well.

“In addition, we  re-
cently completed re-
moval of all letters from 
the historic rooftop 
sign,” said Ryan. “The 
original letters will be 
catalogued and used as 
templates for replicat-
ing the historic rooftop 
signage.”

Brint Ryan said the 
recent advances repre-
sent a milestone in the 
restoration of the hotel, 
which has endured nu-
merous rehabilitation 
attempts in the past, 
along with vandalism 
and neglect.

“The title transfer of 
the Settles Hotel, along 
with completion of the 
environmental asbestos 
abatement and clean-up 
signals an important 
milestone in the resto-
ration of the historic 
hotel,” said Brint Ryan. 
“We would like to ex-
press our appreciation 
to Mayor Russ McE-
wen, the city council, 
officials with the city of 
Big Spring and the Big 
Spring Economic Devel-
opment Corporation for 
their continued support 

of these efforts.”
The building, erected 

for $500,000 in 1930, was 
a destination of choice 
for travelers for many 
years — as well a center 
of activity for the com-
munity — but has been 
vacant and in an ad-
vanced state of dilapida-
tion for more than two 
decades.

Brint Ryan, a Big 
Spring native, an-
nounced plans for the 
multi-million dollar 
renovation project in 
December 2006. Accord-
ing to SHDC officials, 
the project includes 
plans for commercial 
and residential use of 
the property, with retail 
space available on the 
first and second floors. 
The project’s budget has 
ballooned from $12 mil-

lion to $20 million since 
its inception, but Ryan 
insists he isn’t interest-
ed in the project for its 
profitability.

“I have no aspirations 
of making a bunch of 
money on this project. 
I would like to limit the 
amount of money I lose 
on this project, but it’s 
clear to everyone that’s 
looked at this that it will 
never achieve a market 
rate of return,” Brint 
Ryan said in a previ-
ous interview with the 
Herald. “So, why am I 
doing it? I’ve been very 
fortunate in my career 
— some would say I’ve 
had some financial suc-
cess — and I can’t think 
of a better way to invest 
it in a legacy I feel will 
be tremendous for this 
community.”


	pg 1 july 19.pdf
	pg 3 july 19

